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God’s Plan 
 “God’s Plan to Change the World” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your 

skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources 
designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 
Abide grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s 

passage. 

• Complete the Daily Readings and journal your insights. Focus on Acts 9:31 for the 
discussion. 

o Day 1 Acts 8:1-7 
o Day 2 Acts 8:8-24 
o Day 3 Acts 8:25-40 
o Day 4 Acts 9:1-19 
o Day 5 Acts 9-20-43 

• Optional: Read Acts 1:1-7:60 for background information on the founding of the early 
church and the events leading up to our daily readings. 

• Answer the Share question. TIP Do research on organizations such as Voice of 
Martyrs or China Aid that help persecuted believers in non-Christian countries. 

• Complete the Discuss and Commit & Act activities from the Group Guide. 

Lead learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• As you facilitate the Share question, use your research on persecuted groups to help 

the group define persecution and/or levels of severity. Perspective is important here. 

• You might not have time to discuss all the questions. Use what you gleaned from your 
personal preparation to choose the questions that will have the biggest impact on the 
spiritual growth of your group. Be prayerful about this so you are making a decision 
using God’s wisdom, not your own. 

• TIP For the “Commit & Act activity you can pair up people to hold each other 
accountable on the action they said they would take during the week to advance God’s 
plan to change the world.  

Shepherd know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Connect: Connect with group members to encourage them as the settle back into the 

irregular weekly routines. 

• Pray: Pray for your group to focus on fearing the Lord and taking advantage of the 
Holy Spirit’s comfort so they can advance God’s plan to change the world. 

• Replenish: Replenish yourself by finding small moments in your day to thank and 
praise the Lord for who He is and what He does for you and your loved ones. 
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Group Guide 

Open [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

Share Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

Do you think the church in America is being persecuted? Why or why not?    

Introduce [1 min]  

The conversion of Saul of Tarsus, the leading persecutor of the Christians, was perhaps 
the greatest event in church history after the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. The next 
great event would be the conversion of the Gentiles (Acts 10), and Saul (Paul) would 
become the apostle to the Gentiles. God was continuing to work out His plan to bring 
the Gospel to the whole world. —W.W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary 

Read This week’s passage is Acts 9:31 [1 min]  

Discuss [36 min] 

• What church growth “strategy” is described in Acts 9:31b? [2 min] 

• How does the fear of the Lord help the church to grow? How does the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit help the church to grow? [6 min] 

• Do you fear the Lord? Do you have a pattern of taking advantage of the comfort or 
encouragement of the Holy Spirit? If so, how is this displayed in your life? [6 min] 

• If you don’t fear the Lord, or if you don’t take advantage of the Holy Spirit’s comfort, 
why not? [8 min] 

• What impact does your refusal to fear the Lord and/or to take advantage of the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit have on your spiritual growth? The spiritual growth of First 
Norfolk? The spiritual growth of the body of Christ as a whole? [8 min] 

• What do we need to do to have a greater impact on the spiritual growth of the 
Christians in our midst and the spread of the gospel in our communities and around 
the world? [6 min] 

Commit & Act [2 min] 

Commit to taking one action this week that will advance God’s plan to change the world. 
Bathe your commitment to action in prayer and ask God to use you to advance His plan 
to change the world. 

Close [5 min] 

• Complete next week’s daily readings and journal your insights. 

• As we close in prayer let’s pray for everyone in our group to act on their commitment. 

 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/news.aspx

